[Recent data on the metabolism of drugs by UDP-glucuronosyltransferases and sulfotransferases (author's transl)].
The authors review recent work on UDP-glucuronosyltransferases and sulfotransferases. UDP-glucuronosyltransferases are membrane enzymes which are strongly dependent on the lipid environment ; this is why they have only recently been isolated and purified. It seems at present, that at least two enzyme forms exist. The sulfotransferases are cytosol enzymes, more easily isolated. Their importance in the metabolism of drugs appears owing to an equilibrium with UDP-glucuronosyltransferases.